ELITE Newsletter Nº5

Project Title
ELITE: Elicit to Learn
Post-Crisis Lessons
Project duration
18 months (from
01/01/2013 to 30/06/2014)

The ELITE project
On behalf of the ELITE consortium I would like to inform you
that the ELITE project, Elicit to learn crucial post-crisis
lessons, within the EU 7th Framework programme, has
celebrated the ELITE European Scientific Conference on
best practices and lessons learned from natural disasters.
The scientific European Scientific Conference has taken
place the 25th and 26th of June at the Main School of Fire
Service in Warsaw, Poland.
The agenda during the 25th and 26th of June consisted of 4
plenary sessions with a total of 18 paper presentations (see
page 3). The conference counted with more than 100
attendees from 30 different institutions, including:
consortium, national headquarters of state fire service,
Government Center for Security, regional headquarters of
state fire service, local headquarters of state fire service,
public
administration,
higher
education,
private
companies, and first responders.
The presented papers focused not only on the ELITE
project’s results and methodologies but also on common
aspects of natural disasters and specific case studies.
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ELITE Scientific Conference on best practices and lessons learned from natural
disasters
On the one hand some of the papers
focused on the results obtained and the
methodology carried out within the ELITE
project. These papers centered on the
development of the ELITE Community of
Practice, the creation of a holistic
framework for lessons learned in crisis
management, and determination of
criteria to describe best practices
related to natural disasters.
On the other hand general aspects
common to natural disasters such as
information management, resilience,
and crisis management learning process
among others were covered.

ELITE Scientific Conference, Warsaw

Regarding information management, papers such as social media in crisis
management, management of information flow during natural disasters, and
contribution of a self-organized citizen online group to social media monitoring were
presented.
Paper presentations on resilience framework for critical infrastructures and disasters
impact analysis for crisis management improvement covered resilience and disasters
impact aspects. Additionally, case studies on specific experiences in floods,
earthquakes, and fires were presented.

Papers publication
The presented papers have been collected in the ELITE European Conference on best
practices and lessons learned handbook.
Additionally, a selected number of papers presented at the ELITE Scientific
Conference will be published in the International Journal of Disaster Resilience in the
Built Environment (IJDRBE).
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Continuity of the ELITE Community of Practice
The ELITE living document, www.elite-eu.org/wiki, is a web solution that comprises a
repository of lessons learned and best practices from disasters such as forest fires,
earthquakes, and floods, as well as those that are common across these disaster types.
After the end of the ELITE project, the members of the ELITE Community of Practice have
the opportunity to continue sharing lessons learned and best practices through the ELITE
living document. Furthermore, stakeholders interested in sharing information and
participating in the ELITE Community of Practice have the opportunity to ask for an
account sending an email to elitefp7@gmail.com

ELITE Community of Practice in social media
Photos, documents, power points from the ELITE Scientific Conference will be shared
through social media. We hope that you will connect with us either through;


Facebook; Search for FP7 EU ELITE Elicit to Learn crucial post-crisis lessons.
Here we will post weekly updates which will include relevant news related to
crisis management, important events and new ELITE reports.
The facebook group can also be accessed through this link;
https://www.facebook.com/pages/FP7-EU-ELITE-Elicit-to-Learn-crucial-postcrisis-lessons/162610960596884



Twitter; Follow our ELITE twitter account @EU_ELITE. Here we will post links to the
finalized ELITE Reports, retweet interesting articles and post other relevant
material.



ELITE LinkedIn group: FP7 EU ELITE Elicit to Learn crucial post-crisis lessons. Here
you can get information and contact details of other experts who have
participated in the project.

Kind regards,
On behalf the ELITE consortium
Dr. José Maria Sarriegi, project coordinator
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